
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1912. ] DIGEST OF RECENT VIRGINIA DECISIONS. 207 

VIRGINIA BLACK MOUNTAIN COAL CO., Inc. v. VIRGINIA- 
LEE CO., Inc., et al. 

March 14, 1912. 
[74 S. E. 177.] 

1. Contracts (§ 183*) — Joint and Several Contracts. — Plaintiff coal 
company executed three contracts with the three defendant coal 
companies, each of which were separate in form but identical in 
terms, and each referred to the respective defendants as "party of 
the first part" and to plaintiff as "party of the second part," the pur- 
pose of the contracts being to market the output of the parties with- 
out harmful competition. The second paragraph of each contract 
provided that the party of the second part would accept all coal 
delivered by the first party and pay on the 15th of each month, 
following. Another paragraph required the second party to secure 
a sufficient car supply. Another paragraph provided that, if a full 
settlement was not made by the second party within 30 days after 
due, the first party might cancel the agreement, and the last para- 
graph provided that "this agreement is to be construed as though all 
the parties to such agreements had executed one and the same 
agreement." Held, that the contracts were several, and not joint, 
so that plaintiff could not join all of defendants in an action for 
breach of one of them. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Contracts, Cent. Dig. §§ 780-785, 
788; Dec. Dig. § 183.* 3 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 385.] 

2. Contracts (§ 147*) — Joint or Several Contracts — Intention. — 
Whether a contract is joint or several or joint and several depends 
upon the intention of the parties ascertained therefrom, and such 
intention must prevail over the literal interpretation of detached 
words and clauses. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Contracts, Cent. Dig. §§ 730, 743; 
Dec. Dig. § 147* 3 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 384.] 

Error to Circuit Court of City of Norfolk. 

Action by the Virginia Black Mountain Coal Company, In- 
corporated, against the Virginia-Lee Company, Incorporated, 
and others. Judgment sustaining a plea of abatement by the 
unnamed defendants, and plaintiff brings error. Affirmed. 



RIVERSIDE & DAN RIVER COTTON MILLS CO. v. CARTER 

March 14, 1912. 
[74 S. E. 183.] 
1. Trial (§ 139*) — Injury to Employee — Instructions— Promise to 
Repair. — In an action for injury to an employee in a dimly lighted 

*For other cases see same topic and section NUMBER in Dec. 
Dig. & Am. Dig. Key No. Series & Rep'r Indexes. 



